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SUBJECT: FINANCIAL TIMES ARTICLE 

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY BRIDGET BLOOM APPEARED IN THE 
DECEMBER 1 EDITION OF THE FINANCIAL TIMES UNDER THE 
TITLE, "ENTRY OF GUERRILLA FACTION WILL CHALLENGE 
NATIONALIST LEADERS". 

BEGIN TEXT: THE MOST INTERESTING NEWS TO HAVE COME OUT 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA SINCE THE CONFERENCE ON RHODESIA 
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LIBERATION ARMY IS TO SEND AN INDEPENDENT DELEGATION TO 
THE GENEVA MEETING. 

DELEGATES TO THE CONFERENCE WERE ANXIOUSLY AWAITING 
DETAILS OF PRECISELY WHO WOULD REPRESENT THE MOZAMBIQUE- 
BASED GUERRILLAS. AND WHEN THEY WOULD ARRIVE IN GENEVA. 
FEW DOUBTED THAT THEIR EFFECT ON THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, 
AND ON THE FOUR BLACK AND ONE WHITE DELEGATIONS ASSEMBLED 
THERE, COULD BE PROFOUND. 

THE GENEVA CONFERENCE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN CONVENED AT 
ALL HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE INCREASINGLY BITTER GUERRILLA 
WAR NOW RAGING IN RHODESIA. FEW OUTSIDE OBSERVERS KNOW 
PRECISELY WHAT-OR WHO-ZIPA IS. MOST AGREE THAT IT IS 
THE BODY WHICH BEST REPRESENTS THE MOZAMBIQUE FIGHTERS. 
DESPITE INCREASING INCURSIONS FROM ZAMBIA AND 
BOTSWANA, IT IS THE MOZAMBIQUE-BASED GUERRILLAS WHO ARE 
CURRENTLY MAKING THE RUNNING AGAINST RHODESIA'S WHITE 
CONTROLLED ARMY. 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT POINT ABOUT THE ZIPA DECISION- 
ANNOUNCED OVER MOZAMBIQUE RADIO ON MONDAY— IS THAT THE 
GUERRILLA ORGANIZATION HAS DECIDED TO PLAY A POLITICAL 
ROLE. FOUNDED LAST YEAR BY GUERRILLAS FROM THE TWO 
FORMER MAIN NATIONALIST PARTIES OF ZAPU AND ZANU TO 
ATTEMPT TO COORDINATE GUERRILLA STRATEGY IN THE FACE OF 
THE ACUTE POLITICAL RIVALRIES BETWEEN THE NATIONALIST 
FACTIONS, ZIPA HAS SO FAR ESCHEWED A POLITICAL ROLE, 

AGREEING TO LEAVE THE POLITICAL FUNCTION TO KNOWN 
NATIONALIST LEADERS. 

BUT AS THE GENEVA CONFERENCE HAS PROGRESSED-AND HAS 
SHOWN THOSE POLITICAL DIVISIONS TO BE AS DEEP AS EVER-- 
ZIPA, FROM ITS MOZAMBIQUE BASE, HAS BEEN MAKING AN IN- 
CREASING NUMBER OF POLITICAL STATEMENTS INDICATING ITS 
IMPATIENCE WITH ALL THE AFRICAN DELEGATIONS IN GENEVA. 

LAST WEEK IT ATTACKED THE SO-CALLED REPRESENTATIVES 
OF ZIMBABWEANS' AS BEING VIRTUAL TOOLS OF "IMPERIALISTS 
AND THEIR RACIST ALLIES" AND ACCUSED THEM OF WANTING 
POWER ONLY FOR THEMSELVES. 

MONDAY S ANNOUNCEMENT, BROADCAST BY MOZAMBIQUE RADIO 
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IN A SPECIAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE SERVICE FOR RHODESIA, DE- 
CLARED THAT THE "TOP LEVEL DELEGATION" WHICH ZIPA WAS 
SENDING TO GENEVA WOULD GO "NOT AS PART OF ANY POLITICAL 
FACTION" BUT AS THE REPRESENTATIVES "OF ALL ZIMBABWEANS." 
THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THE ZIPA ACTION ARE CONSIDERABLE. 

FIRST, ITS POLICY IS MUCH MORE RADICAL THAN ANY OF THE 
NATIONALIST DELEGATIONS NOW IN GENEVA. AS THE MOZAMBIQUE 
RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT PUT IT, THE PRESENCE OF A ZIPA DELE- 
GATION IN GENEVA SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN AS ABANDONMENT OF 
"OUR PRIMARY STRATEGY OF ARMED STRUGGLE WHICH IS THE 
ONLY VIABLE WEAPON WITH WHICH ZIMBABWEAN OBJECTIVES CAN 
BE TOTALLY REALIZED." 
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THIS WAS "THE DESTRUCTION OF THE RACIST, SETTLER, 

COLONIAL MINORITY REGIME AND THE CREATION UPON ITS RUINS 
OF A GENUINE PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY... .UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE 
IMPERIALIST AND THEIR RACIST ALLIES HAVE UNCONDITIONALLY 
SURRENDERED POWER, ZIPA WILL FIGHT FOR THE REALIZATION OF 
THIS GOAL TO THE BITTER END." 

SECOND, THE ZIPA STATEMENT IS-AND CERTAINLY THE AR- 
RIVAL OF A ZIPA DELEGATION WOULD BE-A DIRECT CHALLENGE 
TO INDIVIDUAL NATIONALIST LEADERS NOW IN GENEVA, IN PAR- 
TICULAR, TO MR. ROBERT MUGABE. 
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MR. MUGABE'S PRESENCE AT THE CONFERENCE, AND HIS 
ALLIANCE WITH MR. JOSHUA NKOMO, WHO ALL OBSERVERS AGREE 
COMMANDS A COMPARATIVELY SMALL NUMBER OF GUERRILLAS, IS 
ALMOST ENTIRELY DUE TO HIS CLAIM TO REPRESENT ZIPA. 

THAT ZIPA LEADERS ARE NOW MAINTAINING THAT NO NA- 
TIONALIST POLITICIAN REPRESENTS THEM IS A CLEAR REBUFF TO 
MR. MUGABE, WHOSE POSITION AT THE CONFERENCE IS THEREBY 
GREATLY UNDERMINED. 

THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THAT COULD BE SIGNIFICANT. THE 
FRONTLINE AFRICAN PRESIDENTS HAVE SUPPORTED THE MUGABE 
NKOMO ALLIANCE OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT IN THE BELIEF THAT 
BY DOING SO THEY WOULD, IF AND WHEN A SETTLEMENT IS 
REACHED AT GENEVA, BE ABLE TO SELL IT TO THE GUERRILLAS. 
UNTIL THE ZIPA DELEGATION ACTUALLY ARRIVES IN GENEVA, 

THE PRECISE EFFECTS OF MONDAY S ANNOUNCEMENT CANNOT BE 
JUDGED. BUT IN BROAD TERMS ZIPA'S STAND CAN ONLY THROW 
MORE DOUBTS ON THE CHANCES OF THE CONFERENCE SUCCEEDING 
IN BRINGING ABOUT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA. END 
TEXT 
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